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1557.                         TO DR. ELLIOTSON

12 JANUARY 1863

Extract published, Notes and Queries, Sixth Series, IV (1881), 507.

Palace Green,

Kensington, W.
Monday 12. January.
My dear Doctor

Charles Collins* and his pretty wife John Leech and his ditto
ditto have promised to dine here on Sunday next iS?1 being the 2^
Sunday after Epiphany. Won't you come and meet them at 7
o'clock? You shall have spinachi patati and cavolfiori, or roast beef
if you like, or anything you shall please to go for to order, and you
will give pleasure to

Your grateful

W M Thackeray.

P. S. Just as you went away the other day, I thought of a merry
jape, w^ I would have played on you but you were gone.
Q.  Why is John Elliotson M. D. (Camb) like a whalebone rod
with the lump of lead at each end?
A.  Because he is a Life Preserver.

1558.             TO SIR FREDERICK POLLOCK?

21 JANUARY 1863

Hitherto unpublished.

Kensington. January 21.
My dear Sir

I should have liked extremely the dinner & the fireside and the
company enjoying them: but I have promised my mother to go to
an early tea-party with her: and sacrifice myself accordingly.

very faithfully yours
W M Thackeray.

1 Charles Allston Collins (1828-1873), brother of Wilkie Collins, a former
member of the "Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood" who had given up painting for
literature. He married Kate Dickens in 1860.